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Thank you VSB

for having the courage and vision to 

start the Early Mandarin Bilingual 

program and the commitment

to see it through to high school. 



Why We Are Here 

• Provide an overview of the EMB 

program and its benefits

• Showcase high demand and parent 

engagement

• Retain the Modern Languages 

Teacher Mentor (E12.6)



EMB Program Overview

• John Norquay Elementary School

– East side between East 29th Avenue & Kingsway 

• Program intake began in 2011

• 156 students, K-5 in 2015-2016



EMB Program Overview

• ~80% of students live outside catchment

• English proficiency required 
– 90% of families non-Mandarin speaking 

• Goal: 50% Mandarin language instruction 

• Curriculum is VSB/teacher developed



Benefits of EMB

• Program has reversed declining 
enrollment at John Norquay

• Drawing families to public education
– 20% of respondents to our survey said their 

child/children would have gone to private 
schools or other districts were EMB not available

• Cognitive and social benefits

• Preparing students for the global 
economy







High Demand

• 88 families listed EMB as their first 

choice in 2016

– 55 families wait-listed

• Low attrition = good educational value

• Opportunity to attract even more 

students



High Parent Engagement

• Diverse, organized and active parents
– Families representing 68.5% of students 

responded to our (parents) survey

• 75% of parents would enroll their 
child/children into an EMB high school 
regardless of location in Vancouver

• Great enthusiasm, energy and desire 
by parents to work with the staff and 
board to grow and improve the 
program



Asks

• Continued support and funding of the 
program
– Retain the Modern Language position (E12.6)

• Strong focus going forward with EMB 
high school planning
– 3 May meeting scheduled

• Partner together to sustain and grow 
EMB program



In Review

• The EMB program is a success

• This program has high demand and 
parent engagement

• Retain the Modern Language position 
(E12.6)

• Let’s work together to make the EMB 
program even better for the future 



In  Closing, we would like to leave you 

with one last thought:

During this Budget process, while 

Trustees and Staff are struggling with 

what to lose, we ask that you also keep 

in mind what can be gained and grown 

with a little funding and attention. We 

think Early Mandarin is one such 

program that can be grown to reap a 

tremendous amount of educational, 

cultural, social and funding benefits.



Thank You!
謝謝


