A LETTER FROM Eileen Sue, dated Sept, 2011:
Hello Parents,

Congratulations on your children's entrance to Vancouver's first Early Mandarin Language Bilingual Program! 
It is amazing to see this program finally come to fruition, and it is well worth celebrating

The program is the culmination of over three years and many long hours of dedicated advocacy work undertaken by a group of parents whom all shared a common desire to see an Early Mandarin Bilingual Program implemented in Vancouver's public school system. These parents came from different backgrounds, different parts of Vancouver, but believed in the opportunity for all children in Vancouver to have access to Mandarin learning, not just those within the realm of private education. Moreover, the emphasis was in early education, we believe that children would have greater success in grasping this complex language if they began at an early age, when their minds are still like 'sponges'.  

EARLY MANDARIN PROGRAM TIMELINE

2006

Initial thoughts about the possibility of an Early Mandarin Language Bilingual Program for her children came to Eileen Sue in 2006. 

2008

However, it wasn't until 2008 when Eileen acted upon her vision. She recruited two other parents, Vanessa Munro and Susan Duffy, whom helped circulate a petition asking the Vancouver School Board ("VSB") to consider implementing such a program. In addition, Eileen submitted a written 10-page proposal to the VSB to model the program after the current French Immersion program. In the meantime, other parents in the Lower Mainland such as like Pam Drakos and Charles Chang in the North Shore were pursuing similar initiatives with their respective school boards.


SUMMER 2008
Later that summer in 2008, Vancouver Parents for Mandarin Committee was established, with the addition of four other parent members: Winny Wong, Tami Leong, Ann Wong and Lara Honrado. 

NOVEMBER 2008
The Committee organized a conference in November 2008 entitled "Will Our Children be able to Talk to the World?", which brought together VSB staff, newly elected School Board Trustees, Mandarin language teachers, Edmonton School Board Mandarin program parents and representatives and other stakeholders to discuss further about early Mandarin language learning.

Meg Tassie joined the Committee through her work with Eileen on a thorough 50-page report to the VSB entitled "Early Mandarin Language Learning" emphasizing strategies for Mandarin second language learning. With the dropping off of a few members and the addition of new ones (Linda Stenberg, Dawid Ktiomek and Jacqueline Tiong), Parents for Mandarin has persisted in its advocacy over the years.

[2009 - 2010
Parents lobby VSB, politicians for Mandarin program in the public schools.
January 2010

Vancouver School Board Trustee approves the Early Mandarin Bilingual Program

November 2010

John Norquay Elementary School begins taking registrations for students entering Kindergarten and Grade 1 in the Early Mandarin Bilingual (EMB) program.

September 2011

Norquay starts EMB classes with one Kindergarten class, one Kindergarten/Grade 1 split class and one Grade 1 class.]
In spite of the fact that the children of many of the original members of the Committee have 'aged  out' during the process, and no longer eligible to be part of this new initiative, we are nonetheless happy to see that the early Mandarin bilingual program finally implemented this September 2011. 
We, Parents for Mandarin Vancouver Committee, hope to hand over the torch to you, the program's current parents, to continue in working towards the possibility of Mandarin second language learning for more children to come!

Best wishes and zai jian!
BC Parents for Mandarin (Vancouver Committee)
